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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on April 12, 2012. 

Mayor Mark F. Weber called the meeting to order at the Cooper Creek Event Center at 7:00 

PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Weber led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilman Tom Adamec, Councilman Rick Bryan, 

Councilman Robert Buckman, Vice Mayor Lee Czerwonka, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, and Mayor Mark Weber 

MEMBER ABSENT:  Councilman James Sumner 

Councilman Bryan moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to excuse Councilman Sumner 

from the meeting.  A voice vote was taken.  All members present voted yes.  Motion carried. 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Deputy Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, 

Clerk of Council Jamie Eifert, Assistant City Manager James 

Pfeffer, Parks & Recreation Director Chuck Funk, Public Works 

Director Gordon Perry, Fire Chief Rick Brown, Assistant to the 

City Manager Kelly Osler, Treasurer Sherry Poppe, 

Administrative Assistant Karla Plank, Northeast Suburban 

Community Press Jeanne Houck, and interested citizens 

4. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05 PM – Consideration of Ordinance No. 2012-20 regarding a 

Planned Development in a C-2 planned commercial district per Chapters 1157 and 

1185 of the Codified Ordinances for a Chase Bank at 9019 Plainfield Road  

The Clerk of Council was asked to read Ordinance No. 2012-20 in its entirety: 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ IN ITS ENTIRETY  

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-20 

APPROVING A PLANNED DEVELOPMENT IN A C-2 PLANNED 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT PER CHAPTERS 1157 AND 1185 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO PERMIT DEVELOPMENT OF A BANK 

AT 9019 PLAINFIELD ROAD 

Assistant Community Development Director Dan Johnson provided a briefing of the 

proposed development which is in a C-2 Planned Commercial District.  The project is a 

Chase Bank and first came before Planning Commission at its February 2012 meeting.  

After discussion, the item was tabled for more information and consideration of some 

alternates to the design primarily regarding a driveway attached to the south side of the site 

and also concerns of the lighting.  At the March 2012 meeting, the Planning Commission 

discussed the revised designs and recommended approval of the development.   

Chris Duley, Design Forum Architects for Chase Bank, indicated that they have been 

working on this project for several months and working directly with Mr. Johnson, the 

Planning Commission, the Public Works Director, and the neighbors to come up with the 

best case solution for the parcel.  The use of this parcel meets the existing zoning and its 

exact use as contemplated when the developer received approval from Target.  During the 

planning process, multiple changes were made to mitigate impact to the neighbors and 

address concerns from the Planning Commission.  Trees were added to the neighbors’ 

property and all signs were removed on the south side of the building facing the residential 

area.  His group has done extensive photometric studies to ensure that there are no light 

leaks onto the neighbors’ adjacent properties.  Site line studies have also been performed to 

ensure that the neighbors will not have direct view of the ATM.  Chase Bank is a great 

corporate citizen with multiple branch locations in the Cincinnati area.  This will be its first 

location in Blue Ash.  The design of the building is upscale with stone brick architectural 

treatments which compliment the site.  The Blue Ash branch would be Chase Bank’s newest 
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and nicest location.  Mr. Duley asked Council for their approval of the Ordinance. 

Mindy Nemoff, a resident of Blue Ash for more than 25 years and the sister of the property 

owner adjacent to the proposed Chase Bank.  Ms. Nemoff spoke to the City several weeks 

ago with regard to providing Council with a PowerPoint presentation and was told that she 

could not do so.  Ms. Nemoff did not understand why she was not allowed to do a 

presentation since all the necessary equipment was provided other than a VTG cable.   

Rhonda Larnick, 8997 Plainfield Road which is the property that is closest to the proposed 

development presented the following: 
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Ms. Nemoff indicated that in accordance with Planning Commission’s decision of October 2, 

2008, lighted signs were to be turned off within half hour of the Target store closing by 10:30 

PM.  By adding the ATM, the lighting issue did not change and she feels this is something 

the Planning Commission missed.   

John Silverman, Mid Atlantic Development Company, feels it is a pleasure to have Chase 

Bank coming to Blue Ash.  Chase Bank has been extremely flexible in their design and 

review process.  There is no question that putting a 130,000 square foot Target in proximity 

to Ms. Larnick’s property definitely had an impact.  During the zoning process, a lot of 

concerns were addressed by adding a small building next to the Target.  Numerous changes 

have been made by Chase Bank during their process with Planning Commission by deleting 

the access point on the south side of the property which was a huge item for the engineers.  

Chase Bank was able to accommodate that change as well as adding additional trees.  

There are no additional parking lights being added to the plan.  Chase Bank will be using the 

existing Target parking lights.  The ATM is on the south side of the lot.  Originally, there were 

signs that faced south that were taken out of the plans and the light on the ATM is a small 

LED light that points straight down.  Chase Bank has looked at several different alternatives 

to the plans.  It is a small parcel, it is a shallow parcel, and it lays out exactly as intended 

when it was first presented to the Planning Commission.  Chase Bank has been very flexible 

and has done a great job in addressing any and all concerns. 

Councilman Adamec requested clarification that if the building was flipped around, would 

there be sides facing the property in question and there would be no signage. 

Mr. Silverman responded that the entrance to the bank would face Ms. Larrick’s house and 

there would be no signage. 

Ms. Nemoff requested a rebuttal to Mr. Silverman’s and Mr. Duley’s comments.  They are 

correct that Chase Bank is not adding any more lighting.  The change is that Target will not 

be turning off a light by the bank as it is needed for the ATM.  The issue on the development 

is the lighting for the ATM.  They are convinced that because it is recessed lighting, and 

because they can show the foot candles and it does not exceed the foot candles that are in 

the ordinances for what is allowed to be built in Blue Ash and it is sufficient.  Ms. Nemoff 

feels that the developer doesn’t realize what the neighborhood property is like at night.  

Neighbors go to the second floor of their house and can see all of the lights and the Target 

store from their windows.  There are 1,500 homes on the other side of the fence. Even 

though they are not Blue Ash homes, Blue Ash did agree when starting the Target 

development because they were changing the zoning from residential to commercial for that 

parcel of land.  When it was changed, it was supposed to be conducive to the residential 

homes that already existed.  Adjustments have been made when it comes to traffic flow, but 

not one particular criteria was made from the February 2, 2012 Planning Commission when it 

was tabled to allow for alternative solutions until the March 2012 Planning Commission.  She 

feels the Planning Commission in March 2012 did not ask the right questions.   

Peter Nord, Kenridge Lake, addressed the lighting issue, as he has in the past with Council. 

When the consultants spoke about the Airport Park, Director of the Cincinnati Observatory 

commented that Blue Ash had dark skies and the Airport Park would be a great place for 

observing the sky.  Mr. Nord feels that Blue Ash does not have dark skies and he has made 

photometric measurements of the Blue Ash skies.  The resident’s comment about seeing the 

lights from the second floor windows reminds Mr. Nord of the Kenridge Lake neighbors who 

see the lights from Tri-Health into their houses.  All that is needed to prevent that light from 

shining into neighbors who are off the property line is a device known as a “lamp shade.”  If 

properly engineered, shades on the lamps of the parking lots could prevent the light source 



 BLUE ASH CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
                    April 12, 2012 

 

 

 

Page 4 

 

off of the property line.  There are communities that have professional observatories and 

have rules about lighting which prevents lights to go into the sky.  The kind of lights that 

prevent light from going into the sky is well-known and can be delivered from lighting 

manufacturers.  Mr. Nord feels Blue Ash needs to incorporate that type of lights.   

Councilwoman Stoller questions Mr. Johnson about why lights are not being turned off from 

the Target development. 

Mr. Johnson responded that the approval was made for the Target site and Chase Bank is 

not a part of that approval. 

Lauren McCafferty, Chase Bank representative, pointed out that no additional lighting is 

being added to the site thereby Chase Bank has no control over the light poles that are in 

the parking lots.  The lights that are being added are directional.  They have shades that 

block the light and focus towards the ATM.  If the building was reversed; however, the front 

door would face the residents and because of lease codes, lights would need to left on 

inside the branch and additional lights would have been facing the resident.  Therefore, the 

building was turned around to accommodate the resident and feels Chase Bank has done 

their best to keep the light minimal and keep it off the residential properties.  

Councilwoman Stoller questioned if there are LED lights planned for this development and is 

it going to be shaded so that it will not go in that direction?   

Mr. Johnson responded that the information that has been provided is that LED lights are 

directional by nature and that the lights will be directed toward the ATM so that it doesn’t cast 

a glow.   

Councilman Adamec questioned what the lighting plan is for the Target store.   

Mr. Johnson responded that there is a photometric plan that was a part of Chase Bank’s 

submittal which shows is the foot candles draw to the lot line on the other side of Target’s 

parking lot.  Target’s property actually goes significantly beyond before it reaches the 

adjacent residential property because it loses about 50 feet between the fence and the south 

side of the driveway. 

Councilman Adamec requested that Planning Commission look at those documents that 

were approved and review them for compliance. 

Mr. Johnson confirmed that they would. 

Ms. Larrick indicated that if Planning Commission cannot change the building and are not 

putting up more lighting, can they guarantee that the light by the Chase Bank will go off? 

Councilman Adamec asked Mr. Johnson whether the plan show the referred light fixture. 

Mr. Johnson confirmed that the light plan did show that fixture.   

There being no further comments or questions from Council or the audience, the public 

hearing was closed at approximately 7:20 PM. 

5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Mayor Weber appointed Kelly Osler to read the legislation (ordinances) in their entirety in the 

rear of Council Chambers.  

6. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to accept the agenda. A 

voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

“1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

4. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05 PM – Consideration of Ordinance No. 2012-20 regarding a Planned 

Development in a C-2 planned commercial district per Chapters 1157 and 1185 of the Codified 

Ordinances for a Chase Bank at 9019 Plainfield  
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5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 a. Regular Meeting of March 22, 2012 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

 a. Communications to Council –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

 b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-21,  amending Ordinance No. 2011-76 relating to the 

construction management services of the Cooper 

Creek Event Center 

2. Ordinance No. 2012-22,  amending Ordinance No. 2011-77 relating to the 

construction of the Cooper Creek Event Center  

b. Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-20, approving planned development in a C-2 planned 

commercial district for a Chase Bank at 9019 Plainfield 

Road  

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 a. Property Acquisition – To consider the purchase of property for public purposes, or for the sale 

of property at competitive bidding, if premature disclosure of information would give an unfair 

competitive or bargaining advantage to a person whose personal, private interest is adverse to 

the general public interest.   

13. ADJOURNMENT” 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Bryan moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of March 22, 2012. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Peter Nord, Kenridge Lake, requested that City Council communicate with the community 

concerning the Cooper Creek Event Center as there are a number of residents in his 

neighborhood that do not understand that the Cooper Creek Event Center is not a restaurant 

where they could come and eat dinner unless they come up with sufficient funds that far 

exceed their ability to pay.  Mr. Nord suggested that in the Blue Ash e-Blast that Council 

make a comment to inform the community what the intentions are of the Cooper Creek 

Event Center.   

Mr. Nord further commented that he has a friend that has hangar facilities at one of the 

outlying airports and was informed that people from the Blue Ash Airport were asking him for 

hangar facilities because they were going to have to move from the Blue Ash Airport 

because of its closure.  The Mayor had an article in the February 15
th
 local paper about the 

Airport Park but yet there wasn’t anything in there that the City of Cincinnati was going to 

close the airport.  He feels the City’s communication is lacking, although he knows the City 

of Blue Ash has been discussing these items, as he refers to the January 6
th
 and 7

th
 Council 

Staff Meeting Minutes, and as one of the items is “reconfiguration of the property if the 
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airport closes - on land Cincinnati owns - what if we could take a different 130-acres?”  The 

citizens of Blue Ash want to know.  The City of Cincinnati is going to close the airport, is 

there is any adjustment in the park plan and has it been thought about?  The minutes further 

indicate, the “original plan was based on assumption the airport would stay open- need to 

think about new possibilities.  Current layout includes valuable land.  Can we reconfigure the 

City’s part of land?  Is it possible for park to coexist with developed property; we have an 

option to buy more. If there is consensus, we could broach discussion?  Park can work with 

residential or commercial.  If starting today - knowing no airport, what would we want to buy? 

Need a Master Plan for whole area.  Next Steps:  re-examine and report back to Council; 

challenge ourselves to assume no limitations then factor in limitations.”  These are questions 

that the residents of Blue Ash would like to have answered.  I assume answers would be 

forthcoming yet there has been no communication from Council to the citizens about the 

questions or answers.  There have been no newsletters from our Ward 2 Councilmember, 

no newsletters from the City’s At-Large Council Members; and, he is unaware of the other 

Council Members as to whether they have been communicating these questions and 

answers to their residents.  Mr. Nord sees this as a problem and requests that Council solve 

it by telling residents what they are thinking about in the process because the citizens have a 

lot these questions but do not have any answers. 

Mayor Weber clarified to Mr. Nord that Cincinnati City Manager, Milton Dohoney, sent a 

letter to the City of Blue Ash, subsequent to his column in the February 15
th
 local paper and 

subsequent to the Council’s January work session, which announced Cincinnati’s intention 

relating to the airport.  Prior to that time, the City of Blue Ash did not know what the City of 

Cincinnati was going to do.  The City of Cincinnati owns the keys to the Airport not the City 

of Blue Ash.  Council addressed the issue as to whether the Airport Park needed to be 

looked at given the fact that the Airport was going to close.  The Airport Planners, who are 

outstanding, concluded that the Airport Park, as designed, would be fine even if the Airport 

were to close.  Those issues were addressed.  Council welcomes the Kenridge Lake 

residents to attend Council meetings to learn more about the City.  Council cannot have 

public session for three or four people who don’t take the time to read the newspaper.  

These issues have been addressed in the newspaper.   

Councilman Adamec commented that it remains uncertain what the City of Cincinnati is 

going to do.  The City of Cincinnati has only announced that they are going to close the 

Airport.  When the City of Blue Ash finds out more information, it will be provided.   

Mr. Nord indicated that he went through the Blue Ash website and the items listed in the 

January work session are not addressed specifically.   

Councilwoman Stoller apologized to Mr. Nord for not getting out her newsletter but clarified 

that she was waiting for things to settle before she submitted it.  

Ms. Nemoff commented about the Airport closure and believes that Blue Ash has been 

working on master plans and has seen some wonderful plans come to fruition.  There is an 

understanding that some of the plans need to remain private until the go-ahead is received.  

Ms. Nemoff understands the Council jargon, but the system that the City has currently is 

broken.  She spoke with the Mayor about this issue and questioned whether the newspaper 

is the proper way to engage the citizens.   

Mayor Weber requested to set the record straight regarding the Airport Park.  The City of 

Blue Ash engaged the public on multiple times as to what they wanted to see at the park.  

Council is interested in what the public thinks.  The park projects received more public input 

than the Mayor had ever seen on a project.  Council is accessible to the citizens and if they 

have an issue, they need to talk to them, not attend a Council meeting and complain that 

Council is not telling you something when you have never been seen at a Council meeting.  

The Mayor indicated that he is happy to engage any one that wants to talk.  After what the 

City went through to engage the public on the Airport Park, which was a great process, 

talked to hundreds of people about what they were interested in seeing at the park through 

surveys, focus groups, meetings, etc., it is unfair to say that Council is not engaging the 

public.   
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Councilman Adamec added that communication is always an area that needs improvement 

and it is something that the City strives in getting information out with press releases, etc., 

but it always remains difficult.   

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 7:48 PM. 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

“Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing agenda items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the April 12
th
 Council agenda.  

9.a.1. Ordinance No. 2012-21 – amending Ordinance No. 2011-76 relating to the construction 

management services of the Cooper Creek Event Center  

Ordinance No. 2012-21 addresses the need to increase Schumacher-Dugan Construction, Inc.’s 

contract to accommodate final changes and work at the Cooper Creek Event Center.   

The contract for Schumacher-Dugan was originally authorized by Ordinance No. 2011-15 and 

subsequently amended by Ordinance No. 2011-76.   

The Change Order consists of $50,000 to accommodate additional services performed by Schumacher 

Construction Management due to the extended project length and by the performance of functions 

originally intended to be performed by other trades.   

These expenses are necessary and prudent for the completion of the project.  Funding of these 

additional expenses is provided for by reductions to other contracts; and therefore, within existing 

budgetary allocations, requiring no changes to the project funding.   

The expenses are fully covered by remaining unencumbered funds in the Golf Course Construction 

Funds Account and do not require additional funds from the General Fund. 

Please address questions regarding this ordinance to the Parks and Recreation Director. 

9.a.2. Ordinance No. 2012-22 – amending Ordinance No. 2011-77 relating to the construction of 

Cooper Creek Event Center  

The basis for the following change orders addressed in Ordinance No. 2012-22 are directly related to 

the construction of the Cooper Creek Event Center.  The expenses are fully covered by remaining 

unencumbered funds in the Golf Course Construction Funds Account and do not require additional 

funds from the General Fund. 

Ordinance No. 2012-22 authorizes the following: 

CATEGORY # TRADE COMPANY 

ADDITIONAL 

AMOUNT 

AUTHORIZED 

$4,200 Masonry Poole Group, Inc.  

$3,000 Structural 

Steel/Metals 
Structural Steel Services, Inc. 

 

$28,000 Electric Mayers Electric Company  

 

Additional expenditures are necessary for Poole Group, Inc. for Category 4 in an amount not to exceed 

$4,200 for additional work performed for an amended contract amount not to exceed $352,200. 

Additional expenditures are necessary for Structural Steel Services, Inc. for Category 5 in an amount 

not to exceed $3,000 for additional work performed for an amended contract amount not to exceed 

$498,000. 

Additional expenditures are necessary for Mayers Electric Company for Category 10 in an amount not 

to exceed $28,000 for additional work performed for an amended contract amount not to exceed 

$806,000. 

These expenses are necessary and prudent for the completion of the project.  Funding of these 

additional expenses is provided for in reductions to other contracts; and therefore, within existing 

budgetary allocations.    

Please address any questions regarding this ordinance to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

9.b.1. Ordinance No. 2012-20 – approving planned development in a C-2 planned commercial 

district for a Chase Bank at 9019 Plainfield Road  

The Planned Development application for 9019 Plainfield Road is for a new retail Chase Bank branch 

that includes drive-through lanes.  The site would be accessed only through the existing Target parking 

lot so there are no new curb cuts to Plainfield Road.  Planning Commission recommended approval of 

the plans at its March meeting. 
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Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to Assistant Community Development Director, Dan 

Johnson.” 

Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

Councilman Buckman asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-21 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-21 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2011-76 REGARDING REVISED 

EXPENDITURE LIMITS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CONSTRUCTION 

MANAGEMENT COMPANY AND GOLF COURSE 

CLUBHOUSE/BANQUET FACILITY CONSTRUCTION PROJECT; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Stoller, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. 

Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilman Bryan seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-

21.  

Councilman Buckman clarified that the ordinance is to allow Schumacher-Dugan 

Construction to make final changes to the work at the Cooper Creek Event Center. 

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Buckman, 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 

2012-21 passed. 

Councilman Buckman asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-22 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-22 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2011-77 REGARDING CONTRACTS 

FOR VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF WORK ASSOCIATED WITH THE 

BLUE ASH GOLF COURSE CLUBHOUSE AND BANQUET 

FACILITY PROJECT FOR THE AMOUNTS AS DESCRIBED 

WITHIN; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Buckman moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. 

Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-

22.  

Parks and Recreation Director Chuck Funk clarified that these are subcontractors that are 

finalizing items and that they do not have any effect on the operation of the facility.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Adamec, Bryan, 

Stoller, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 2012-

22 passed. 

a. Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 

In Councilman Sumner absence, Vice Mayor Czerwonka was asked to preside.  Vice Mayor 

Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-20 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-20 

APPROVING A PLANNED DEVELOPMENT IN A C-2 PLANNED 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT PER CHAPTERS 1157 AND 1185 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO PERMIT DEVELOPMENT OF A BANK 

AT 9019 PLAINFIELD ROAD 
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Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Bryan, Stoller, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted yes. 

Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 

2012-20.  

Councilman Adamec commented that there is always going to be conflicting ideas of what 

things should be like.  He was glad to see that the signage was placed on the other side 

which seemed to be a big problem.  If lighting was an issue, the plan shows that it is near 

zero and the developer has done everything that they could to correct issues.  There will 

always be things out there that may not make everyone happy.   

Councilwoman Stoller indicated that she is confident that the lighting is not going to be a 

problem because of what is being planned and the Planning Commission has taken that into 

consideration.   

Councilman Adamec requested that Mr. Johnson speak with Target and ask that they shut 

the light out after 10:00 or 11:00 PM which would be very helpful.  

Vice Mayor Czerwonka indicated that with the LED technology that perhaps Planning 

Commission codes should be updated.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Stoller, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance 

No. 2012-20 passed. 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Funk indicated to Council that they were presented with a memo regarding an RFQ 

process that is being looked at for the Airport Park for Architects, Engineers and possible 

Construction Managers and is happy to answer any questions that Council may have.   

Councilman Bryan questioned what Mr. Funk was asking and indicated the he did received 

that memo and was surprised that the process seems to be moving in a direction different 

than when the issue was first brought up, specifically, there is great interest in exploring the 

value of naming rights on venues within the City.  Mr. Funk provided several examples where 

there would be a significant reduction in the amount of public funds that have to be used by 

finding private funds where people want to put their name on buildings, etc.  Generally, there 

is an agreement that this certainly is a great area for exploration.  Councilman Bryan 

understood that the next step was to go back to 25
th
 Hour and ask them to create for Council 

what a process is for the sale of naming rights.  The first step of that process was to provide 

an inventory of the assets the City has that would make great naming opportunities and 

further ask 25
th
 Hour to assign a value for the naming rights that the Council would consider 

whether or not they would want to move forward with it and whether the money that would be 

received from it would be worth putting names on items.  Council would then agree if it would 

make sense to the City and decide whether it was worth going forward in making a proposal. 

 Councilman Bryan feels due diligence is owed in this process.  

City Manager David Waltz commented that Administration wants to make sure that since the 

topic of naming rights seems to be new and there are varying degrees of support, the 

process doesn’t need to be hurried.  Administration is not actively working with consultants 

but rather wants to give Council time to think about it and develop more questions.  This 

issue can be discussed with Mr. Funk and Mr. Waltz directly or it can be discussed at future 

meetings to determine whether Council wants to commit to a process or not.  The one thing 

Administration is requesting approval from Council is moving forward with the RFQ for 

selecting architects and engineers on the Airport Park which is the same process the City 

has used in the past on other projects.  This will allow a more detailed design process of the 

Park.  Administration wants to begin advertising for that selection and requests Council’s 

approval. 
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Councilman Bryan moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to move forward with the RFQ 

for design work on the Park.  A voice vote was taken.  All members voted yes.  Motion 

carried.  

Councilman Bryan indicated that he would prefer not to open a discussion on the naming 

rights and Council should share their opinions to the City Manager separately.   

Mr. Funk informed Council that our new Special Events Coordinator, Tiphanie Crane, 

received a title sponsorship for this year’s Taste of Blue Ash from One Main Financial in the 

amount of $25,000 which helps offset the costs.  There is usually approximately $200,000 to 

$250,000 per year in sponsorships.  One Main Financial is a local financial banking industry 

group who came to Administration with their interest to be involved with the City’s events. 

Mr. Waltz indicated that One Main Financial was a former division or unit of Citi Financial.   

Public Works Director Gordon Perry updated Council on the Ilmenau Way project.  The 

sidewalks are continuing up to Osborne Boulevard on the east side of Reed Hartman.  Two 

days ago, they began paving Ilmenau Way, the connector road, and the utilities are currently 

going in.  The project is on schedule and is expected to be completed by June.   

Assistant to the City Manager Kelly Osler reminded Council of the Community Connections 

New Resident Welcome Event which is occurring this Saturday in addition to the other 

festivities at the Cooper Creek Event Center.  It is from 11:00 to Noon at the Pinehurst 

Room.   

Ms. Osler further informed Council that the City’s new Communications Coordinator, Tabari 

McCoy, will begin on Monday.  Mr. McCoy’s previous experience consists of working with 

Local 12, the Cincinnati Enquirer, and most recently, as the Public Relations Director at the 

Cincinnati Museum Center.  We look forward to having him on board and look forward to 

enhancing our communications efforts.  

Vice Mayor Czerwonka gave his compliments to Mr. Funk and his staff.  The Cooper Creek 

Events Center facility is outstanding and the bookings far exceed what was expected.   

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

After all items on the agenda were acted upon, Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, 

Councilwoman Stoller seconded to convene an Executive Session to discuss matters 

pertaining to Property Acquisition.  The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Buckman, 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Motion carried. 

After matters pertaining to Property Acquisition were discussed, Councilman Adamec 

moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to convene to the regular meeting. A voice vote was 

taken. All Council members voted yes. Motion carried. 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Buckman moved, 

Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All 

members voted yes. The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:18 PM. 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Mark F. Weber, Mayor 

 

_________________________________________ 

Jamie K. Eifert, Clerk of Council 
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________________________________________ 

Karla Plank, Administrative Assistant 


